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On this assumption soft wheat, rice, peas, lentils, broad
beans, apricots, almonds, and other plants grew originally
in south-west Asia, for they exist there m largest variety.

So oats, barley, and soya bean arose in south-east Asia ;
onions, peach, olive, and fig in the Mediterranean area ;
hard wheats in Abyssinia, and potatoes, tomatoes, tobacco,
and sunflower in South America and Mexico.

A chance handful of Abyssinian wheat will contain, as
many as fifty varieties, a number as great as all the known
varieties of cultivated wheat in Tsarist Russia.

These lands of origin are thus the most promising ground
for collecting specimens for experimental research, and
from these lands the Soviet Union has steadily collected
her material

In a noble room in an old palace in Leningrad, called
" The World's Wheat-safe ", the Soviet Union has collected
30,000 varieties of wheat.

Immense attention is paid to wheat; for wheat is a
staple food To extend the areas of wheat cultivation
farther north, or into regions ravaged by wheat disease,
is to increase the food supply For there is no burning of
wheat in the Soviet Union. Increased production means
increased riches for all.

Russian wheats have excellent qualities. But they can
be improved by crossing them with suitable foreign varieties;
and ridding them of defects such as small grain, low yield,
or susceptibility to fungus attack Thus, for example,
Abyssinian wheats are early. Some Transcaucasian wheats
lesist rust and mildew. Dutch wheats have large grain.
Afghanistan wheats resist drought.

Intensive research proceeds, ciossing and counter-
crossing takes place in numerous farms and experimented
stations throughout the Union.

One of the younger agronomists, as the scientific in-
vestigators are called, N. V. Tsitsin, set himself the task
of crossing wheat with a hardy wild plant of the wheat
family in order to procure a new variety capable of with-
standing cold and drought. Stalin gave him practical
personal encouragement with the words "Go on with
your experiments boldly: we shall give you every support."